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Synopsis : 

Under the superintendence of Kawasaki Steel Corporation, the construction of five 

Sonno Apartment Houses (multi-storied and prefabricated) was commenced in July 

1969 and was completed in June 1971. The construction methods employed in building 

the said apartment houses were jointly developed by the four companies: Kawasaki 

Steel Corporation, Shimizu Construction Co., Mitsusbishi Jisho Co. and Kajima 

Construction Co. What made up the core of the adopted methods was K-S Construction 

Method which was codeveloped by Kawasaki and Shimizu and which combines H-shape 

steels with large-size precast concrete boards. K-S method has two types: KS-1 and 

KS-2. KS-2 type is a method developed through the improvements of KS-1 type and has 

various advantages such as shorter construction period and less labor requirement at 

the building site, as compared with KS-1 type. K-M Construction Method is another 

method which was jointly developed by Kawasaki and Mitsubishi, but is basically the 

same as KS-2 type, excepting that K-M method makes use of medium-size precast 

concrete boards which are more easily available. This report explains how two of the 

apartments were constructed, one by means of KS-2 method and the other by K-M 

method, while comparing them with KS-1 method. 
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